Amdt. dated October 31, 2003 

Reply to Office Action of September 26, 2003 



This listing of claims replaces all prior versions, and 
listings of claims in the instant application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently amended) A structure comprising: 
a first signal line; 

a second signal line; and 

a first shield line positioned between but separated from 
said first signal line and said second signal line, said first 
shield line being electrically floating unc onnected to a 
vol tage source . 

2. (Original) The structure of Claim 1 wherein said 
first signal line, said second signal line and said first 
shield line are all part of a single conductor layer. 

3. (Original) The structure of Claim 1 wherein said 
first signal line, said second signal line, and said first 
shield line are each in a different conductor layer. 

4. (Original) The structure of Claim 1 wherein said 
first shield line has an area sufficient to prevent said first 
shield line from causing capacitive coupling between said first 
signal line and said second signal line to be greater than if 
said first shield line was not present. 

5. (Original) The structure of Claim 1 wherein said 
structure further comprises a second shield line electrically 
connected to said first shield line. 
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6. (Original) The structure of Claim 5 wherein said 
first shield line and said second shield line are part of a 
single conductor layer. 
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7. (Original) The structure of Claim 5 wherein said 
first shield line is part of a first conductor layer and said 
second shield line is part of a second conductor layer. 



8. (Original) The structure of Claim 5 wherein said 
first shield line is electrically connected to said second 
shield line by an electrically conductive via. 



9. (Original) The structure of Claim 8 wherein said via 
is provided at a natural intersection of said first shield line 
and said second shield line. 



10. (Currently amended) A structure comprising: 
a substrate; 

a first signal line above said substrate; 

a second signal line above said substrate, wherein unused 
substrate surface area exists between said first signal line 
and said second signal line; and 

a first shield line in said unused substrate surface area, 
said first shield line being el e ctrically floating unconnected 
to a voltage sourc e . 



11. (Original) The structure of Claim 10 wherein a 
distance between said first signal line and said second signal 
line is at least equal to twice the minimum distance allowable 
between features plus the minimum allowable width of a feature. 



12. (Original) The structure of Claim 10 wherein said 
first shield line has a width greater than the minimum 
allowable width of a feature. 



13. (Canceled) 
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14. (Original) The structure of Claim 10 wherein said 
first shield line has a first potion and a second portion, said 
first portion having a greater width than said second portion. 

15. (Original) The structure of Claim 10 wherein said 
structure further comprises a second shield line electrically 
connected to said first shield line. 

16. (Currently amended) A structure comprising: 
a substrate; 

a first signal line above said substrate; 

a second signal line above said substrate, wherein unused 
substrate surface area exists between said first signal line 
and said second signal line; 

a first shield line in said unused substrate surface area 

and; 

a second shield line electrically connected to said first 
shield line, wherein said first shield line and said second 
shield line are part of a single conductor layer and wherein 
said first shield line and said second shield line are 
electrically floating u nco nnected to a voltage source . 

17. (Original) The structure of Claim 15 wherein said 
first shield line is part of a first conductor layer and said 
second shield line is part of a second conductor layer. 

18. (Original) The structure of Claim 15 wherein said 
first shield line is electrically connected to said second 
shield line by an electrically conductive via. 



GUNNISON. McKAY & 

HODOSON, i. r.p. 
Garden Wesl Office Pla/J 
I90<) Garden Road. Suite 220 
Monittcy, CA 93910 

(KM > &SS-OKR0 
Fax < 83 h dS5-0888 



19. (Original) The structure of Claim 18 wherein said 
via is provided at the natural intersection of said first 
shield line and said second shield line. 
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20-34. (Canceled) 

35. (New) The structure of Claim 1 wherein said voltage 
source is ground. 

36. (New) The structure of Claim 10 wherein said voltage 
source is ground. 

37. (New) The structure of Claim 16 wherein said voltage 
source is ground. 
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